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o fommme

It would be impossible to overemphasize that religion and philosophy
have always communicated with the times. This can be clearly discernable
in the life and thought of Shyakyamuni, the founder of Buddhism, who
criticized Brahmanism, which was a dominant ideology of India at that time.
Buddhism in the contemporary world, however, tends to overemphasize
the inner experience of individuals in practice and focus only on the
interpretation and evaluation of texts and commentaries in the academic
discipline. Therefore, other aspects of Buddhism, which reveal its reaction
to the times and its pioneering activities, should be reexamined. The
Geumgang Center for Buddhist Studies thus planned to hold a series of
three—year online international seminar with the title of “Zeitgeist of East
Asian Buddhism.” For the first-year seminar, we invite four renowned
scholars in Buddhist studies, domestic and abroad, to examine how East
Asian Buddhists recognized the changes or crises of the state and society
from diverse standpoints. It is our wish that this seminar will provide an
opportunity to share the research accomplishments that reveal many
aspects of Buddhism that have engaged with and led the times without
being trapped in the texts and the inner space of individuals.

We would thus like to invite you to this online international seminar and
hope that you will enjoy and learn a fresh insight into these aspects.

Thank you.
December 2021

Dr. Seunghak Koh
Director of the Geumgang Center for Buddhist Studies
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